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Reiser directs his message to workers at opposite ends of the behavioral spectrum:
biologists and analysts. For many of the readers trained in the "biopsychosocial" era,
however, Dr. Reiser's conceptual thrust may fall on already sensitized ears. Consider-
ing its massive scope, the book is of modest length. It raises more questions than it
answers. And with his emphasis on heuristic value, one may assume that this is just
what Dr. Reiser intended.
SALLY SATEL
Department ofPsychiatry
Yale University School ofMedicine
FUNDAMENTALS OF HUMAN NEUROPSYCHOLOGY. By Bryan Kolb and Ian Q. Whi-
shaw. New York, W.H. Freeman and Company, 1985. 785 pp. $27.95.
The publishing ofthe second editionofFundamentals by Kolband Whishaw follows
the positive acceptance of their text as an introduction to the developing field of
neuropsychology. As a clinical discipline, neuropsychology is steadily gaining a
deserved role in the evaluation ofcertain neurological disorders, and it is thus fitting to
expose medical students to the theory and practice of neuropsychological evaluation.
As a research model for the study ofbrain function, neuropsychology provides a useful
approach to answering questions ofhigher-order motorand sensory functioning. While
no single text can adequately serve as a complete introduction to both clinical and
research theory, Fundamentals tries to address both ofthese distinctly separate issues
by integrating research paradigms with clinical findings. In trying to serve many
masters, namely, both beginning and advanced students in psychology as well as
medical students, the text suffers from overextension and a lack ofclear purpose.
The early chapters on neuroanatomy and physiology have been expanded from the
previous edition and are well suited to present an overview of brain structure and
function. Current theory of neuropharmacology and particularly the growing impor-
tanceofpeptides are introduced, and majorresearch questions in physiology areraised.
Particularly attractive is the lengthy discussion of techniques of study of brain
function. However, the introductory material is diffuse and overextended; the discus-
sions of phylogenetic history and development of hypotheses of neural function add
little of substance. The essential material of neuropsychology is not reached until
almost halfway through the text; use of the book in a one-semester course would
require careful choice ofreading material.
It is with their discussion of the core of neuropsychology, higher-order cortical
processing, that Kolb and Whishaw demonstrate their mastery of the field. The
chapters on separate lobe function, cerebral asymmetry, and cortical integration are
fluent and seem to summarize easily many research findings and clinical observations.
Though well referenced, the clinical treatment is not complete enough to serve as a full
introduction to higher-order brain dysfunction. Of particular merit is the expanded
treatment of spatial processing, recovery of function, and learning disabilities. Again,
with careful editing, the text serves as a helpful addendum to a course covering
introductory material in many areas ofneuropsychology.
In short, the book serves as a useful, if somewhat simplified, introduction to
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study of neocortex as the core of neuropsychology, it is with these chapters that the
volume is of greatest use. With appropriate editing and supplementation, the second
edition ofthe text should continue to offer a high-quality introduction to the field.
HENRY RICE
MedicalStudent
Yale University School o Medicine
REGULATION OFTHE IMMUNE SYSTEM. Edited by Harvey Cantor, Leonard Chess, and
Eli Sercarz. New York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1984. 976 pp. $160.00.
Regulation ofthe Immune System, the proceedings of the Ortho-UCLA Sympo-
sium, held in March 1984 with about 500 participants, documents the most recent
hypotheses, findings, and conclusions in a rapidly moving and highly complex field.
The Memorial Lecture, the first paper of this exciting volume, is appropriately
dedicated to Richard K. Gershon, whose brilliant work underlies much ofour current
understanding ofthe immune system and whosepremature death deprives the field ofa
most creative mind.
The research covered in this symposium is vast and diverse and thevolume is divided
into four main sections, each ofwhich is composed ofboth individual presentations and
summaries ofassociated workshops.
The first section is concerned with various features of the major histocompatibility
complex (MHC) and includes presentations associated with genetic analyses, organi-
zation, and function of the MHC. Papers dealing with the molecular sites on Class I
and Class II molecules which are recognized by different T-cell subsets are followed by
articles discussing antigen co-recognition features for both Class I and Class II
molecules.
The second major section of the book contains topics associated with T cells, and
includes the following topics: repertoire acquisition and self/non-self discrimination,
differentiation of thymocytes and regulation of the synthesis of humoral mediators,
definition of the T-cell receptor, and T-cell secreted factors and relationship to
receptors.
The third major section concerns B cells and includes these topics: development of B
cells, the V repertoire: genetic and functional diversity, genetic mechanisms affecting
the expression of Ig genes, and pathways of B-cell activation: T regulatory factors.
A large final section covers topics related to various cellular regulatory mechanisms,
in the following order: T-cell receptor recognition and the I-J problem, cell interaction
circuitry, idiotypic regulation, isotype-specific regulation, and regulation of autoim-
mune or immunodeficient states.
A listing ofthe topics covered in this volume indicates the range and diversity which
characterized this conference. A large mass ofexperimental data has been presented,
along with summaries of workshops, and some presentations which moved the tone of
the conference to the realm ofgeneral ideas and philosophy.
Perhaps because the complexities are so great the reader is comforted by the
repeated affirmations that there will be eventually found a basic simplicity, a final
clear, simple tale to tell in describing the workings of the immune system. The real